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OFFICIAL STATEMENT

This report is presented to aid in public discussions about the gaming indusury in
contained in the report is based upon proposed legislation, staff assumptions. limited
City of San Antonio cansiot warrant or represent the accuracy of all information contai

Texas and San Antonio. Much of the information
comparable data, and survey resuits, Thercfore, the
ined herein. ’







The Potential Impacts of Casino Gambling Section ]: Executive Summary

Section One:
Key Findings

1. The introduction of casino gambling to the local economy could produce net positive
economic benefits (direct and indirect) including marginal increases in spending,
earnings, and employment in the metropolitan area.
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2. The majority of casino revenues would likely be collected from local area residents.

3. Expenditures at the casinos by local residents and the existing tourist market could

. shift some spending away from other industry areas, particularly retail, restaurant, and

other leisure activities. This could result in decreased direct spending, decreased
employee earnings, and decreased employment in those sectors.

4. Limited findings suggest that the introduction of casino gaming to San Antonio would
have little or no impact on the City’s ability to attract conventions or conferences.

5. No evidence can be found to suggest that the availability of gammg would prompt
convention delegates to lengthen their stay in San Antonio.

6. Gaming may enhance San Antonio’s ability to attract certain additional leisure group
business (motor coach tours, for example).

" 7. No evidence can be found. to support statements that the presence of casinos in San
Antonio would help capture local gambling dollars currently spent in Las Vegas.

8. The introduction of casino gaming could negatively impact the profitability of certai;l .
types of family attractions, such as local theme parks. -

9. Highly visible promotion of casino gaming in San Antonio may undermine the city’s
family destination reputation, which could reduce any visitor growth created by -

gaming.

10. The introduction of casino gambling could produce an additional $1.2 to $2.6 million
in City general fund revenues. (This represents a 0.34% to 0.74% increase over FY
93-94 general fund revenue estimates). The hotel revenues generated from the
additional overnight casino visitors could produce $323,000 to $1.2 million in
additional hotel/motel taxes. (This represents a 1.38% to 5.1% increase over FY 93-94
hotel/motel tax revenue estimates).
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11. The Police Department expects a marginal increase in overall- cnme indirectly related
to casino gambling and its corresponding social impacts.

The Police Department estimates that 2 additional police officers may be required to
respond to additional service calls from casino visitors. The total annual estlmated
. cost of this staffing requirement is $106,000.

12, Staff does not antxclpate additional fire department expenses directly attributable to
casinos.

13. As reported in academic journals, university research findings suggest that the relative
proximity of a casino is likely to increase the gambling activity of local residents, and
as individuals gamble more, there are likely to be increases in divorce, separations,
marital problems related to money matters, less .time spent with the family, work

absenteeism, alcohol consumption, reductions in work productivity, and reductions in .

civic and religious activities.

14. It is possible that the introduction of casino gambling in San Antonio could place a
burden on the community that outweighs the possible economic benefits that might be
realized. :







