
Truths About the Public Policy of Widespread Commercialized Gambling

 
✔ Commercialized gambling is highly addictive but that’s not why it’s illegal. It’s illegal because it’s a con. 

It’s a form of consumer financial fraud, like price gouging and false advertising. That’s what “the House 
always wins” means.

✔ A fundamental and irreconcilable conflict exists between the interests of the state regulating 
commercialized gambling (like online gambling, regional casinos, and state lotteries) and the public 
good: the state is charged with protecting the public from the very business practices that generate more 
revenue for the state.

✔ The fight is about abolition, not prohibition. Citizens are already free to gamble among themselves. What 
is illegal is to be the gambling house unless you partner with the state.

✔ There is no grassroots movement in America for commercialized gambling whether it’s online gambling, 
regional casinos, or state lotteries. Everything that we see today has been driven by powerful financial 
interests in partnership with a handful of public officials from both parties.



✔ The majority of commercialized gambling profits, whether it’s state lotteries, regional casinos, or online 
gambling, are extracted from citizens who have been turned into addicted gamblers.

✔ The citizen who practices so-called “responsible gambling” behavior is irrelevant to the commercialized 
gambling business model. 

✔ By every measure, the widespread legalization of commercialized gambling has failed. 
 

✔ The construction of regional casinos across the country has created far more addicted citizens than jobs

✔ Commercialized gambling is NOT some long tradition with its roots in the American Revolution and 
colonial times


